The commercialization of human genetics: profits and problems.
Private-sector funding is becoming increasingly important to genetic scientists and clinicians, and the number of academic-industry collaborations is growing rapidly. Furthermore, genetics has become an important tool for the healthcare industry, as the genomes of humans and other organisms are mined for new diagnostic tests and drug leads. Potentially, this is a win-win situation: academic research gets a funding boost; industry benefits from academic research; and humankind benefits from the products of these liaisons. But these benefits do not come without cost. This article explores these costs and examines whether the commercialization of academic research is compromising academic freedom, progress in clinical research, and our attitudes to normal good health.